An approach to rehabilitation with amplification.
Our purpose is to present an approach to rehabilitation of the elderly with amplification that is sensitive to their unique biopsychosocial characteristics. The relatively small percentage of hearing-impaired elderly seeking remediation via amplification suggests the need for new strategies in attracting and clinically managing this growing segment of the population. Stereotypical description of the elderly cannot accurately reflect the large individual differences within this highly heterogeneous group that affect rehabilitation outcome. Audiological and nonaudiological aspects of aging are considered as they pertain to rehabilitation management, including specific amplification requirements. Conventional and extended programs are discussed relative to the particular needs of the elderly client. The program that has been used for 10 years has been extremely effective and offers the audiologist an alternate approach in the rehabilitative management of the elderly individual.